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In this talk, I investigate the syntax of Right Dislocation Constructions (RDCs) in Korean 
where an overt element appears to the right of the (matrix) verb, as in (1). The very existence 
of postverbal elements in head-final languages has received much attention in recent studies. 
Though the details may differ from theory to theory, two major factors have been considered 
in explaining RDCs. One is whether RDCs contain a mono-clausal or bi-clausal structure and 
the other is whether movement must be involved in RDCs or not. Crucially, however, most 
previous studies assume that right-dislocation in a given language is more or less an uniform 
phenomena. In this talk, however, I show that this is not the case by closely examining 
various types of RDCs in Korean. In particular, I argue that the syntax and semantics of 
RDCs significantly diverge depending on the type of postverbal element, which can be (i) 
copies of movement, (ii) adjuncts with concatenation, and (iii) fragments with ellipsis. 

(1)    Postverbal elements in Korean  
a. Chelswu-ka    __      mek-ess-ta     sakwa-lul         [argument RDC] 
 Chelswu-ka           eat-Past-Dec    apple-Acc  
 ‘Chelswu ate an apple.’  
b.    Chelswu-ka   sakwa-lul   mek-ess-ta    cip-eyse          [adjunct RDC] 
     Chelswu-ka   apple-Acc   eat-Past-Dec   home-at  
 ‘Chelswu ate an apple at home.’  
c.    Chelswu-ka   sakwa-lul   mek-ess-ta    sakwa-lul         [repeated RDC] 
     Chelswu-ka   apple-Acc   eat-Past-Dec   apple-Acc  
 ‘Chelswu ate an apple.’  
 

In the first section of the talk, I argue for the claim that a postverbal argument (e.g. (1a)) is a 
copy of (rightward) movement and functions as a specificational argument for the host clause 
with a gap. Specifically, I propose that the postverbal argument undergoes movement to the 
external c head which exists above the propositional core of the language. I provide evidence 
for this claim from strong A'-connectivity effects between the gap in the host clause and the 
postverbal argument. I also show that the semantics of postverbal arguments can be predicted 
from a general property of specificational constructions. Evidence for this claim is drawn 
from scope, specificity, wh-licensing, and information structure of postverbal arguments.  

In the second section, I show that unlike arguments, postverbal adjuncts (e.g. (1b)) can be 
formed without any movement in syntax. Rather, it can simply be concatenated into the host 
clause without being fully integrated (i.e. unlabeled), which results in a multi-rooted structure. 
Adopting a theory of adjunct by Hornstein and Nunes (2008), I propose that a postverbal 
adjunct can be concatenated onto a host clause by sharing an event variable or an argument 
with it. Based on this proposal, I also explain why certain types of Left Branching Extraction 
becomes possible in Korean RDCs, whereas it is strictly banned in leftward movement.  



In the last section, I consider the case where a postverbal element repeats an element in the 
host clause (without a gap), which I call a repeated RDC (e.g. (1c)). I show that the syntax 
and semantics of repeated RDCs exactly mimics those of fragments and argue that the 
repeated postverbal elements are fragments, which survive clausal ellipsis. I provide further 
evidence for this claim from parallelisms between multiple fragments and multiple postverbal 
elements in Korean.  

Overall, this paper shows that the right periphery is neither a mirror image nor a reduced 
version of the left periphery. The right periphery of head final languages is an independent 
area of research. A number of interesting questions concerning various types of dependences 
can be asked concerning the right periphery, which may significantly differ from the ones for 
the left periphery (e.g. floating quantification, split NPs, multiple appendices, binding, scope, 
(null) resumption, predicate movement). The paper also shows that RDCs in Korean can be 
taken as an area of research related to speaker-anchoring or syntactic “orphans” in general. 
Current research on Korean RDCs naturally links to the studies on (right-)external materials 
such as (handing) topics, focus, parentheticals and sideward movement across different 
syntactic domains. This paper also implies that the nature of the external c head above the 
propositional core may contribute to cross-linguistic variation in the right periphery. 

 


